
 
 

Yukio Futagawa “Frank Lloyd Wright” 

Dates: February 15 – March 15, 2014 

Location: Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film (AXIS Bldg, Roppongi) 

Opening reception: Saturday, February 15, 18:00 – 20:00 

 

Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film is pleased to present “Frank Lloyd Wright,” a solo exhibition of works by Yukio 

Futagawa, from February 15 to March 15. Futagawa, who passed away in March 2013, founded the architectural 

publishing company A.D.A. EDITA Tokyo in 1970 and produced, using his discerning eye, an influential body of frank, 

lucid criticism. “Frank Lloyd Wright” will be Futagawa’s first solo exhibition at Taka Ishii Gallery and include 

approximately 20 photographs of Frank Lloyd Wright’s architectural works, which Futagawa shot over fifty years while 

working as an architectural journalist and critic. 

 

I believe that one has to see the actual building to evaluate it… 

Architecture does not exist independently. It developed under the influence of such things as local climate 

and other environmental conditions. And architects have always traveled. Modern masters, such as Frank Lloyd Wright, 

Le Corbusier, Alvar Aalto, and Louis Khan have all written great travelogues… 

Since 1959, I have spent eight months out of the year outside Japan, and I travel all over Japan when I am 

here the rest of the year. By traveling, I learn not only about architecture, but also various cuisines and clothing. I trave l 

to experience the various cultures of plains, mountains, and cities.  

 I shall turn 77 this year, but have no plans to alter my travel schedule, as I want to continue studying and 

discerning architecture.  

 - Afterword from Yukio Futagawa, GA Nikki [GA Diary] (A.D.A. EDITA Tokyo Co., Ltd., 2009) 

 

Yukio Futagawa traveled and shot architectural photographs for over 60 years. His journey began with 

traditional Japanese homes and culminated in visits to architectural works around the world. His colossal, critical 

project crossed the space-time of architectural history and evaluated anonymously produced traditional Japanese 

homes; majestic, classic buildings; and graceful works of modernist architecture using the same criteria. 

Futagawa devoted a significant amount of time to travel to see the works of American modernist architect 

Frank Lloyd Wright. Futagawa visited each of Wright’s approximately 400 existing works to study their essence and 

capture them photographically.  

Wright was an important subject for Futagwa. He repeatedly visited and photographed Wright’s best works 

as his desire for knowledge grew stronger. 

 - Yoshio Futagawa, December 2013 

 

Yukio Futagawa was born in Osaka in 1932. While studying art history at the School of 

Humanities and Social Sciences at Waseda University, he had the opportunity to visit 

the Kusakabe house in Takayama, Gifu Prefecture on recommendation from the 

architectural historian Yasushi Tanabe, who had been teaching at Waseda. The visit 

inspired Futagawa to travel across Japan and photograph traditional Japanese homes. 

In 1957, after six years of traveling and shooting, he published the 10-volume Nippon 

no minka [traditional Japanese homes] and received the Mainichi Publishing Culture Award in 1959. In 1970, he 



founded A.D.A. EDITA Tokyo Co., Ltd., which specialized in the editing and publishing of architectural books. Among its 

publications are the GA series (77 volumes to date) and Frank Lloyd Wright zenshu [collected works of Frank Lloyd 

Wright] (12 volumes), which the company published with the cooperation of the Wright Foundation. Futagawa’s 

photographs, which document architectural history and modernist masterpieces, has received global acclaim. He was a 

prolific journalist and critic, who traveled globally and produced a massive archive of architectural images, which not 

only document, but also present his unique interpretation of architectural history. 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Exhibition: Yuko Kosuge   Press: Yuki Nyu 

5-17-1 2F Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032 

tel: 81-3-5575-5004  fax: 81-3-5575-5016 

e-mail: tigpf@takaishiigallery.com   website: www.takaishiigallery.com   

Gallery hours: 11:00-19:00   Closed on Sun, Mon and National holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yukio Futagawa 

"House and Bear Run, Fallingwater" 

1986 / 2002 

Gelatin silver Print 

Image size: 24 x 29.6 cm 

Paper size: 25.9 x 30.5 cm 

© Yukio Futagawa 

 

 

 

 

 

Yukio Futagawa 

"Main Gallery: Upward View of Glass Dome, Solomon R. 

Guggenheim Museum" 

1975 / 2003 

Gelatin silver Print 

Image size: 24.1 x 29.7 cm 

Paper size: 25.9 x 30.5 cm 

© Yukio Futagawa 

 

 


