
 

 

Kita-sando New Gallery Space Inaugural Exhibition 

Thomas Demand “Model Studies (Kōtō-ku)” 

Dates：May 22 – Jun 27, 2015 

Location：Taka Ishii Gallery Tokyo (new address: 3-10-11 B1, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku) 

Opening Reception with the Artist: Friday, May 22, 18:00-20:00 

Talk & book signing event at IMA Concept Store (Roppongi): May 21, 19:00- 

 

In the end of May, Taka Ishii Gallery Tokyo will open at its new location in Kitasando, Tokyo. As an inaugural 

exhibition in correspondence to the opening of the new space, the gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition 

with Thomas Demand from May 22 to June 27. The exhibition marks Demand’s third solo presentation at Taka Ishii 

Gallery since his previous gallery showing eight years ago, and will feature “Model Studies,” a series of 8 new 

photographic works based upon the architectural models of Japanese architecture unit SANAA.  

 

The series, “Model Studies” presented in 2011, was produced in response to Demand’s encounter with 

architectural models constructed by American architect John Lautner (1911-1994) that had been archived in the 

Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles. Demand’s first ever work to photograph models made by an individual 

other than himself, the focal point of the artist’s contemplation is placed upon the “model,” an element of equal 

significance to Demand as the image.  

 

Since 2013, Demand has visited SANAA’s office located in Kōtō-ku, Tokyo, on several occasions, photographing a 

vast multitude of architectural models that give form to the variety of ideas conceived there. On the contrary to 

Lautner’s models that could be referred to as remnant traces of a now deceased architect, SANAA’s models are 

scattered throughout the office as living seeds for ideas that one day may or may not sprout into a large and 

flourishing tree. Furthermore, these models function as agents for communication within an architectural office 

whose practices are supported by the works of a diverse nationality of staff.  

 

From the method of production to the materials used, in addition to the abstracted details and the tentative nature 

of their condition, many similarities can indeed be witnessed between Demand’s models and the models of 

architects. However, their distinction lies in the very fact that Demand’s models are ultimately restored to images 

whereas architectural models are transformed into constructions of scales several hundred times larger than the 

model itself. Through his act of photographing architectural models as sculptural manifestations of ideas, Demand 

shines light upon the fleeting virtues of ideas that occupy a repetitive process of conception and discard. “Model 

Studies” is the artist’s exploration of the rich plethora of possibilities that are embedded within the concept of the 

model.  

 



 

 

Demand is renown for his large-scale photographic and film works that seemingly present themselves as 

anonymous testimonies of various scenes and incidents. Often based upon citations of major media sources 

including photographic documentation and film footage of historical and political events, Demand reconstructs the 

scenes in question as life-size models through the appropriation of coloured paper and cardboard, and ultimately 

re-presents them in mediated form within the context of still and moving images. Images that were once intended 

as a mere means to communicate reality, in itself behave as embodiments of the real world through the instant 

manner in which they are disseminated and distributed throughout the globe via media coverage and the internet. 

The works of Demand inspects the power and functionality of the image and eloquently suggests our 

contemporary condition –one that is inevitably dominated by renditions of reality captured through the image. 

 

Thomas Demand was born in 1964 in Munich, and currently lives and works in Berlin and Los Angeles. His recent 

solo exhibitions include, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (2014), the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo 

(2012), Neue Nationalegalerie (Berlin, 2009), Center for Contemporary Art, Kitakyushu (2008), Fondazione Prada 

(Venice, 2007), Serpentine Gallery (London, 2006), Museum of Modern Art, New York (2005), São Paolo Biennale 

(2004, German Pavilion), Fondation Cartier (Paris, 2000), with participation in group exhibitions including, 

Architecture Biennale, Venice (2010 and 2008), Waiting for Video: Works from the 1960s to Today, National 

Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (2009), 7
th

 Gwangju Biennale (2008), Zwischen Wirklichkeit und Bild, National 

Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (2005), and 50
th
 Biennale di Venezia, Venice (2003).  

 

[Publication details] 

Thomas Demand, Model Studies: Kōtō-ku 

Retail price: ¥ 8,000. (tax excl.), expected publication date: May 21, published by amana, hardcover, total 86 

pages, 47 illustrations, H32.4 x W27.7 cm, 0.95 kg, essay by Thomas Demand (Eng and Jap) 

 

For further information please contact: Exhibition & Press: Takayuki Mashiyama  

1-3-2-5F Kiyosumi, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0024 tel : 81-3-5646-6050 fax : 81-3-3642-3067  

www.takaishiigallery.com e-mail: tig@takaishiigallery.com Tue-Sat 12:00-19:00 Closed on Sun, Mon and National holidays 
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