
 

 

 

Francis Bacon 

Dates*：March 9 – April 6, 2013 

Location: Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film (Roppongi, Tokyo) 

*The gallery will be closed on Tuesday, Mar 26. 

 

Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film will present an exhibition of works by Francis Bacon from March 9 to 

April 6. The exhibition will include 11 contact sheets, which were used as important image sources in his 

production process. 

 

It is well known that Bacon worked from photographs rather than live models. While he hired John Deakin 

and other established photographers to make some of the photographs, he also frequently hired unknown 

photographers who were active in New York at the time. Some of the contact sheets show sequential 

photographs, which evoke Eadweard Muybridge’s works, but they also betray his idiosyncratic perspective 

on the human figure. In 1974, Bacon explained, “I want to isolate the image much further and take it very 

much further away from the photograph. I only use photographs as I would use a dictionary in a foreign 

language.” He wrote directly onto some of the photographs to formulate ideas for his works.  

 

Some of these valued contact sheets were preserved as the “Robertson Collection.” Mac Robertson, who 

worked as an electrician at Bacon’s studio, inherited and later sold works Bacon was planning to destroy, as 

well as documents including his contact sheets and diary entries. The contact sheets included in the current 

exhibition were also a part of his collection.        

 

From March 8 to May 26, “FRANCIS BACON,” the first posthumous retrospective of Bacon’s works in Asia, 

will be held at the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. Please visit the exhibition website 

http://bacon.exhn.jp for details.  

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Press: Takayuki Mashiyama 

1-3-2-5F Kiyosumi, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0024 

tel : 81-3-5646-6050   fax : 81-3-3642-3067 

www.takaishiigallery.com  e-mail : tig@takaishiigallery.com 

Tue-Sat 12:00-19:00  Closed on Sun, Mon and National holiday 

 

http://bacon.exhn.jp/


 

Contact sheet of female nudes from the floor of Bacon’s Studio, ca. 1975 

Prov. The Robertson Collection 

Vintage gelatin silver print 

Paper size: 41.9 x 50.8 cm 

Courtesy of Michael Hoppen Gallery, London 

 

Contact sheet of two men wrestling in a studio from the floor of Bacon’s Studio, ca. 1975 

Prov. The Robertson Collection 

Vintage gelatin silver print 

Paper size: 41.9 x 50.8 cm 

Courtesy of Michael Hoppen Gallery, London 

 


