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Hanayo 

 

1970 Born in Tokyo 

 Studied in Paris while majoring sculpture at Tamagawa University College of Arts 

1989 Began training as a geisha apprentice in Mukojima and Maruyamacho 

1995 Retired from the geisha world and moved to the U.K., then based in Berlin  

2010 Returned to Japan, and currently based in Tokyo 

 

 

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS                 

 

2025 Hanayo, Scheusal, Berlin, Germany 

 Hako Jinsei, LIBRAIRIE6, Tokyo, Japan 

 hanachina love, Art Center Ongoing, Tokyo, Japan 

2024 as a mayfly Ⅱ, Studio 35 Minutes, Tokyo, Japan 

2022 Keep an Eye Shut, IBASHO, Antwerp, Belgium 

2021  Unpō's Raccoon Lady, SYP Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

Hanayo's Underworld - Half a Century: Movie edition, void+, Tokyo Japan 

     https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DM6WGOf4zXtru3r-WwTDaA8YWLT6POCY/view  

Hanayo's Underworld - Half a Century, Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

hanayo IV – Keep an Eye Shut I, Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film, Tokyo, Japan 

Keep an Eye Shut II, agnès b. Galerie boutique, Tokyo, Japan 

         Keep an Eye Shut III, POST, Tokyo, Japan 

 Hanayo's Underworld - Half a Century: Flyer edition of 35 years, Morioka Shoten, Tokyo, Japan 

2020 utsushiyumekuni, PARCO GALLERY, Tokyo, Japan 

2018 An-nya Mon-nya, STUDIO STAFF ONLY, Tokyo, Japan, Sep. 7 – 22; Traveled to: LVDB BOOKS, 

Osaka, Japan, Oct. 4 - 15 

2018 as a may fly at a path of philosophy, Hohohoza, Kyoto, Japan 

2017 hanayo III, Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film, Tokyo, Japan 

2016 music, AL, Tokyo, Japan 

2015 as a may fly, Morioka Shoten, Tokyo, Japan  

 dim, Studio 35 Minutes, Tokyo, Japan 

2014 ХанаеЛОМО, IMA CONCEPT STORE, Tokyo, Japan 

 As a Mayfly, +81 GALLERY, New York, NY, USA 

 grauzone, CoSTUME NATIONAL | LAB, Tokyo, Japan 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DM6WGOf4zXtru3r-WwTDaA8YWLT6POCY/view
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2013 grauzone, Baikado, Osaka, Japan 

 berlin hanayos saugeile kumpels, NADiff Window Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

 Berlin, Taka Ishii Gallery Kyoto, Kyoto, Japan 

2012     Doppelgänger N Da Hood, limArt, Tokyo, Japan  

2011     schweigen über ..., galerie krise, Berlin, Germany 

 hanayos saugeile kumpels, hiromi yoshii roppongi, Tokyo, Japan 

 Koenzine, Koenji Kitakore Bldg., Tokyo, Japan  

2010 On a Genetic Level: Smell Light Laugh Memory Tear, VACANT, Tokyo, Japan 

 The mechanism of physical spiritual phenomena, parabolica bis, Tokyo, Japan 

 COLPOESNE, UTRECHT / NOW IDeA, Tokyo, Japan 

2009 On a Genetic Level: Smell Light Laugh Memory Tear, Galerie Birgit Ostermeier, Berlin, Germany 

2008 hanayo, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo, Japan 

2006 cloud castle, Miss Hecker, Berlin, Germany 

2005 hanayo, Suzy Wong Bar, Moscow, Russia 

2003 agnès b Ginza, Tokyo, Japan  

 agnès b LIBRAIRIE GALERIE, Hong Kong, China 

2002 hanayo, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France 

 habitat République, Paris, France 

 hanayo, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo, Japan 

2001 hanayo, Galerie Binz & Krämer, Cologne, Germany 

 Chabashira Inaugural Exhibition tadaimankochan, Chabashira, Tokyo, Japan  

2000 hanachanmbre-winterkinderspielplatz, Kunst-Werk, Berlin, Germany 

 utsushiyumekuni, PARCO GALLERY, Tokyo, Japan 

 hanayo, Asian Fine Arts Gallery, Berlin, Germany 

1997 hanayo, Gallery Institute, Berlin, Germany 

1996 hanayo, Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

 

 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 

2024 ONE SINGLE BOOK, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo, Japan 

 Mon Cherie CoCo, Institut Franco-Japonais de Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan 

2023 elective affinities: Part I, agnès b. galerie boutique, Tokyo, Japan 

WAVES, same gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

2022 Children in Photographs: A Journey into Memory and Imagination, Miyota Museum of 

Photography, Nagano, Japan 

 Fine Art Collection of Shutoko Expressway, 60th Anniversary, O Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan 
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Awai, tatab book shop gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

2019 Taka Ishii Gallery 25th Anniversasy Group Exhibition : Survived !, Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo, 

Japan 

 hanayos saugeile kumpels, Mara, Tokyo, Japan 

 Green Tea Gallery United Brothers Fukushima Android Series Franchise: Worldwide Premiere, 

Freedman Fitzpatrick, Paris, France 

2018 grauzone by 6 artists, oldhaus, Tokyo, Japan 

 Fine Art Collection of SHUTOKO Expressway part 2, The Artcomplex Center of Tokyo, Tokyo, 

Japan 

2017 Fine Art Collection of SHUTOKO Expressway, O Museum, Tokyo, Japan 

grauzone by 6 artists, gallery TRAX, Yamanashi, Japan 

 The New Normal, SUPA Suriye Pasajı Salon, Istanbul, Turkey 

 TOP Collection: Scrolling Through Heisei – Part 1 In the Here and Now, Tokyo Photographic Art 

Museum, Tokyo, Japan [Cat.] 

 Tokyo 35°N Family Matters, JULIEN DAVID JINGUMAE SHOP, Tokyo, Japan 

 MOT Satellite 2017 SPRING - by the deep rivers, organized by Museum of Contemporary Art 

Tokyo, Various locations in Kiyosumi-shirakawa, Tokyo, Japan 

2016 20 Year Anniversary TOP Collection: Tokyo Tokyo and TOKYO, Tokyo Photographic  

Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan [Cat.] 

 Hanayo & Hajime Sawatari, Tenko, Gallery Koyanagi, Tokyo, Japan 

2013 BETTER NEVER THAN LATE: Diversity, Kodate Ltd.’s old factory site, Tokyo, Japan 

2012 Gallery Le lieu Inaugural Exhibition Hanayo/Norimizu Ameya, Le Lieu, Tokyo, Japan 

 MONDI, Galleria Vault, Prato, Italy 

 ASO Ko, ASOKO, Tokyo, Japan 

2011 Houyhnhnm Girls, IMPOSSIBLE PROJECT SPACE, Tokyo, Japan 

 BETTER NEVER THAN LATE Final Show, The Museum of Modern Art, Saitama, Saitama, 

Japan 

 Mauvais Genre, _iLIVETOMORROW, Hong Kong, China 

 Live in your bread, broom social club, Geneva, Switzerland 

 The Genesis, Springsteen & Your Mama, Berlin, Germany 

2010 Extra 3: The BeetoBee Net versus whiteout, Wooden Veil, Kunsthaus Hamburg, Hamburg, 

Germany 

 MUJI exhibition: making the paper chair by your hands, ATRIER MUJI, Tokyo, Japan 

 We are the islands, Bethanien, Berlin, Germany 

 Nezumiko Exhibition Vol. 2, void+, Tokyo, Japan 

2009 Basso, Room Without Walls: Silberkuppe, Hayward Gallery, London, UK 

 No Man’s Land, the Embassy of France, Tokyo, Japan 
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 after the butcher, HÜTTENDONG, Berlin, Germany 

 CARNAL, Galerie Christa Schübbe, Dusseldorf, Germany 

 a start, Galerie Krise, Berlin, Germany 

2008 This Place is Foreign, Mad Vicky’s Tea Gallery, Paris, France 

 Secrets of the Berlin Supermuse, Neurotitan, Berlin, Germany 

2007 In Neuem Kontext, St. Johannes Evangelist-Kirche, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin, Germany 

 Making Up, artMbassy, Berlin, Germany 

2006 LOEWE 160th Anniversary Exhibition Take Me With You, Circulo de Bellas Artes de Madrid, 

Madrid, Spain, Jun. 8; Traveled to: Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan, Sep.14 - 19 

2005 KUNST ODER KÖNIGIN, Das Magazin in Arena, Berlin, Germany 

2004 Roppongi Crossing: New Visions in Contemporary Japanese Art 2004, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, 

Japan [Cat.] 

 APC, Berlin, Germany 

2003 HOPE - do for the future, Laforet Museum, Tokyo, Japan 

2002 Daily Life, Gallery SPEAK FOR, Tokyo, Japan 

2001 MUTATIONS, TN probe, Tokyo, Japan 

2000 Taipei Biennial, Taipei, Taiwan, China 

1999 Experience du Divers, Galerie Art et Essai, Rennes, France 

1998 SUPER FREAKS - POST POP & THE NEW GENERATION, PART I: TRASH, GREENE 

NAFTALI, New York, NY, USA 

1997 Cities on the Move, Wiener Session, Vienna, Austria, Nov. 26, 1997 – Jan. 18, 1998; Traveled to:  

Musée d'art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France; CAPC musee d'art contemporain de 

Bordeaux, Bordeaux, France, Jun. 4, 1998 – Aug. 30; MoMA PS1, New York, NY, USA, Oct. 18, 

1998 – Jan. 17, 1999; Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebæk, Denmark, Jan. 29, 1999 – 

Apr. 21; Hayward Gallery, London, UK, May. 13 – Jun. 27; within Bangkok City, Bangkok, 

Thailand, Oct. 9 – 30; Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, Helsinki, Finland, Nov. – Jan., 

2000; and others [Cat.] 

1993 G-Girls, Röntgen Kunst Institute, Tokyo, Japan 

 

 

SELECTED MOVIES/STAGE PERFORMANCES 

 

2016 Traditional Japanese Dance Nagauta, Oharame, Meguro Gajoen, Tokyo, Japan 

2015 Hanayo/Tenko, Traditional Japanese Dance Hanayagi School, Kiyomoto Tamausagi, National 

Theatre, Tokyo, Japan 

2014 Traditional Japanese Dance Nagauta, Kocho, Meguro Gajoen, Tokyo, Japan  

2010 Opera by Nicholas Bussmann, Barnes Dance, Sophiensaele, Berlin, Germany 
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2006 Musical, PATTY HEARST, Volksbune, Berlin, Germany 

2003 Dance choreographed by Sasha Waltz, DIALOGUES, Grand Théâtre de Bordeaux, Bordeaux, 

France 

1999 Movie directed by Shane O’Sullivan, Second Generation 

1997 Theatrical play directed by Christoph Schlingensief, My Felt, My Fat, My Hare, 48 Hours Survival 

for Germany, documenta X, Kassel, Germany 

 Theatrical play directed by Christoph Schlingensief, Passion Impossible – 7 Days of Wake-Up 

Call for Germany, Deutsches Schauspielhaus, Hamburg, Germany 

 Theatrical play directed by Christoph Schlingensief, ROSA LUXEMBURG, Berliner Ensemble, 

Berlin, Germany 

1995 Traditional Japanese Dance Hanayagi School, Kiyomoto Komori, National Theatre, Tokyo, 

Japan 

1994 Theatrical play written by Shuji Terayama, organized by Ryuzanji Office, The Little Prince, 

Shibuya Jean Jean, Tokyo, Japan 

1993 Theatrical play directed by Asako Maekawa, Une affaire de femmes, Parco Theater, Tokyo, 

Japan 

 

 

SELECTED EVENTS/PERFORMANCES 

 

2025 A Japanese Dance Performance by Koito Hyoya and Hanayo, LIBRAIRIE6, Tokyo, Japan 

2022 TAMAUSAGI: Hanayo with COSMIC WONDER, Villa Kujoyama, Kyoto, Japan 

 Awakening and Illusion: Dialogues with the Invisible, Goethe-Institut, Tokyo, Japan 

2017 Hanayo/Matan Zamir Performance, KYODO HOUSE, Tokyo, Japan 

 Tokeiso Performance, TTM: IGNITION BOX 2016/17 DOMMUNE ‘EXTREAM QUIET VILLAGE’, 

Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan 

2016 Performance, BOAT RAGE #10 – SLUM, Berlin Biennale, Berlin, Germany 

 Improvisation and reading aloud of ‘CHROMA’, Simon Fishre Turner Special Event in 

 Japan CHROMA@cafe, uplink, Tokyo, Japan 

 Band Performance, MONKY MAGIC, GARTER HOUSE, Tokyo, Japan 

2015 Hanyo/Ichiko Aoba/Izumi Aoyagi Performance, as a may fly, Morioka Shoten, Tokyo, Japan 

 Hanayo/The Great △ Performance, Hanayo and The Great △, vacant, Tokyo, Japan 

2014 Hanayo/Tenko/Damon Sfetsios Performance, Little Nassau, New York, NY, USA 

 Live Performance for Mark Borthwick’s Exhibition, IMA CONCEPT STORE, Tokyo, Japan 

2013 Hanayo/Satoshi Yashiro/Hirozumi Takeda/Yusuf Etiman Performance, Spin, Old Tokyo Denki 

University Nanagokan site B1, Tokyo, Japan  

 Hanayo/Tenko/Steve Lemercier Performance, NADiff, Tokyo, Japan 
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 Hanayo/Tenko/Steve Lemercier Performance, Taka Ishii Gallery Kyoto, Kyoto, Japan 

2012     Film Projection, Les Soirées nomads: Initiation au Mystère, Fondation Cartier, Paris, France 

Hanayo/Norimizu Ameya/KATHY Performance, Le Lieu, Tokyo, Japan 

2011 HanallicaMotayo, Tour in Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China 

 HanallicaMotayo, Live, VACANT, Tokyo, Japan 

2009 Basso Performance, Neues Museum Opening, Basso, Berlin, Germany 

 Performance with Tony Conrad and others, LIVE FILM! JACK SMITH!, HAU2, Berlin, Germany 

 Hanayo/Thomas Cap de Ville Performance, How do you are, There Goes the Neighborhood, in 

Les Grandes Traversées, L'Oenolimit, Bordeaux, France 

 wooden veil Live, unveiling ceremony, Alten Kindl Brauerei, Berlin, Germany 

 DJ, Fake You, Apartment, Berlin, Germany 

2007 wooden veil Live, Ballhaus Naunyn, Berlin, Germany 

2006 Live, B. MUSIC FESTIVAL, L’Olympia, Paris, France 

2004 Performance, LIVE, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France 

 Bernhard Willhelm Paris Collection, Paris, France 

2003 Hanayo/Circum Grand Orchestra Live, circum-festival #03, La Malterie, Lille, France 

 Live, CICLO AS MENINAS, Auditorio Serralves, Porto, Portugal 

2002 Live, Aquaplaning Hyères-les-Palmiers, Hyères-les-Palmiers, France 

2000 Performance, the 7th Venice Biennale of Architecture, Japan Pavilion, Venice, Italy  

 Hanayo/Naohiro Ukawa/woodman/Hisayori Asano Opening Concert, Taipei Biennial, Taipei, 

Taiwan, China 

 Basso Performance, Neues Museum Opening, Basso, Berlin, Germany 

1998 Live with Alec Empire, merzbow and others, CBGB, New York, NY, USA 

 Performance with Christoph Schlingensief at documenta, Kassel, Germany 

 

 

SELECTED RESIDENCY PROGRAMS 

 

2010 SPYSTATION NC1074, LOOP SPACE, Newcastle, Australia 

2009 la Biennale de Lyon, VILLAGE (nowherenowsomewherenowhere), Dôme de l’Hôtel Dieu, Lyon, 

France 

 

 

SELECTED COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS 

 

2018 Hanayo & Tsukasa Kudo Photo Exhibition I will always be here, CPK Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 
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2015 MUSIC HANAYO x LAD MUSICIAN — LAD MUSICIAN 20TH ANNIVERSARY, AL, Tokyo, 

Japan 

2014 THE NOVEMBERS x Hanayo, KATA, Tokyo, Japan 

2012     THE SNAP CARDIGAN SHOW, agnès b, Tokyo, Japan 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

PHOTOBOOKS 

Hanayo's Underworld - Half a Century, Tokyo: Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 2021 

Keep an Eye Shut, Tokyo: torch press, Belgium: Kehrer Verlag, 2021 

Hanayo & Tsukasa Kudo, Tokyo: soduk Co, Ltd., 2018 

An-nya Mon-nya, Tokyo: YYY Press, 2018 

Hanayo & Hajime Sawatari, Tenko, Tokyo: Case Publishing, 2016 

MUSIC, Tokyo: Flowers Inc., 2015 

DIM, Tokyo: libro Arte, 2015 

Photo-zine, grauzone, Tokyo: Baby Panda Printing, 2013 

Berlin, Tokyo: Getuyosha, 2013 

Doppelgänger N Da Hood, Tokyo: limArt, 2012 

Photo-zine, Tokyo: Koenzine, 2011 

The mechanism of physical spiritual phenomena, Tokyo: studio parabolica, 2011 

COLPOESNE, Tokyo: UTRECHT, 2010 

Yonaha, Tokyo: bcck books, 2010 

MAGMA, Tokyo: AKAAKA Publishing, 2008 

HANAYO - agnès b, gallery du jour – Tokyo: agnès b, 2003 

DREAMMMMM…BOOK, Tokyo: Little More, 2000 

Hanayome, Tokyo: Shinchosya, 1996 

 

CDS/TAPES, RECORDS 

Tape, as a mayfly, self-publishing, 2015 

Tape, cloudy day, PANTY, 2014 

Tape, over the rainbow, PANTY, 2014 

wooden veil, dekorder, 2009 

joe le taxi, Universal, 2003 

GIFT, DHR Geist, 2000 

Hanayo in Panacea, Mille Plateaux, 1999 

Vapid Dolly-Queen of Suede Psycho, Sony Epic, 1997 
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SayonaLaLa, produced by Black Dogs & hair stylistics, MEDIA REMORAS, 1996 

 

 

PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

 

Tokyo Photographic Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan 

 


