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Taka Ishii Gallery is pleased to announce an exhibition of works by Matthew Lutz-Kinoy and Natsuko Uchino.
For their first show at Taka Ishii Gallery, the artists present their collaborative ceramic works Keramikos and a

selection of works on canvas by Matthew Lutz-Kinoy.

In August of 2019, Uchino and Lutz-Kinoy set up a workshop at Cerdmica Los Arrayanes in Granada, Spain.
Over the course of the month, the artists painted more than three hundred thrown and press molded items

including dinner plates, dessert plates, bowls, large platters, pitchers and oil jars.

The Granada series is the third iteration of Keramikos, that Lutz-Kinoy and Uchino began at the Rijksakademie
in Amsterdam in 2010 and which they have pursued alongside their personal interdisciplinary artistic activities,

including painting, drawing and performance.

The ceramics on display at Taka Ishii Gallery explore historical works and moments, drawing motifs and

inspiration from Hispano-Moresque, Byzantine, Islamic and Korean ceramics.

The wealth of motifs that Uchino and Lutz-Kinoy found in Mediterranean ceramic traditions appeared as so
many traces of cultural porosity and evidence of circulations from the Middle East to the Iberian Peninsula by
way of North Africa. The ceramics they produced explore this through their study of ornamental designs. They
were particularly inspired by the syncretism in the motifs of the Mediterranean basin, because of the way that it
relates to writing, scribbling, calligraphy, and cultural crossovers, all the things that led to certain patterns

being called “arabesque”.
The ceramic traditions of Andalusia have been described by the artists as the Mingei of the Mediterranean.

The impulse to model clay felt pretty innate to us, and perhaps connects us to something much deeper, Iike
an intergenerational memory, linking time and the history of making through different epochs.

Natsuko Uchino

In addition to the ceramics, Matthew Lutz-Kinoy presents four paintings in the exhibition.
Lutz-Kinoy’s primary medium might be painting, but it often goes beyond two-dimensional space to extend to

its surroundings, becoming decor or pieces of furniture. This expansion of the pictorial space is seen both in



the choice of subjects and in the enlarged and repeated stylized motifs. His large format paintings, often
installed like decorative tapestries, wall panels or suspended ceilings, stages the exhibition space in which
viewers are physically immersed. While the lightness of Lutz-Kinoy’s works flirts with the decorative and moves
away from a strong notion of style and “touch”, there is more of a connection to traditions marked by stylistic
rules and a pre-established vocabulary: calligraphy, theatre, Japanese ceramics, the Rococo, and the stylized

motifs of Francois Boucher, Jean Cocteau or Balthus.

The painting, “Love’s Work Dish in Raku after Leach and Yanagi” highlights this mixed vocabulary in which
the right panel of the composition contains graphic enlarged drawings lifted from the ceramics of Bernard
Leach, including a leaping deer and the head of a long eared rabbit. While the painting “City Falcon”, places a
bird found in Japanese Otsu-e paintings on top of a New York skyline. An untitled work in floral blush calls
towards the large format paintings which typically flank the walls of the two artists traveling dinner events. And
creating another link to the influence of Buncheong ware on the artists current ceramic works, we see in “Tiger

under a Pine Tree” a popular motif in Korean painting of the late 1600’s (late Joseon period).

A presentation of the “Keramikos” book published in December 2020 by Franz and Walter Koenig and edited

by Nicolas Trembley accompanies the exhibition.

Matthew Lutz-Kinoy (b. 1984) was born in New York and is currently based in Paris. His interdisciplinary
practice takes various art forms such as dance, sculpture, printmaking, ceramics and painting. He completed his
undergraduate degree at the Cooper Union School of Art, New York, and the Rijksakademie international artist
residency in Amsterdam in 2007 and 2010 respectively. Recent exhibitions include Window to the Clouds,
Museum Frieder Burda Salon Berlin (2021); Scalable Skeletal Escalator, with Isabel Lewis, Kunsthalle Zurich
(2020); sculpturegarden, Geneva Biennale (2020); Hudson Bathers, Mendes Wood DM, New York, USA
(2019); Sea Spray, Vleeshal, Middelburg (2018); The Meadow, Le Centre d’édition Contemporaine, Geneva
(2018); Southern Garden of the Chéteau Bellevue, Le Consortium, Dijon (2018); Song And Love, Matthew
Lutz-Kinoy & Ola Vasiljeva, Indipendenza, Rome (2018).

Natsuko Uchino (b. 1983) was born in Kumamoto, Japan, currently lives and works in the South of France. Her
artistic practice is defined by experiences in agriculture and crafts. Using ceramics as a medium, her works
relate art to ecology, food and conviviality. After graduating from the Cooper Union School of Art, New York,
she joined the research program at the Center for Contemporary Art Kitakyushu, Fukuoka (2012 - 2013).
Recent solo exhibitions include “Clay, Tiles & Redwood”, Last Resort Gallery, Copenhagen (2018); “That
Attitude is Rude”, Green Tea Gallery, Kyoto (2015); “Moving Landscapes”, V8 Plattform fiir Neue Kunst,
Karlsruhe (2015).
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Matthew Lutz-Kinoy and Natsuko Uchino
"Keramikos 3", 2018
Glazed ceramic

28cm in diameter

© Matthew Lutz-Kinoy and Natsuko Uchino

Matthew Lutz-Kinoy and Natsuko Uchino
"Keramikos 3", 2018
Glazed ceramic

20cm in diameter

© Matthew Lutz-Kinoy and Natsuko Uchino

Matthew Lutz-Kinoy
“Tiger under a pine tree”, 2020
Acrylic on canvas

250x 110 cm

© Matthew Lutz-Kinoy
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