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Taka Ishii Gallery Photography/Film is pleased to present “hanayo IV - Keep an Eye Shut I,” a solo exhibition by 

Hanayo from August 6 through September 11. 

Since the late 1980s Hanayo has pursued a multifaceted career encompassing the roles of geisha, model, actor, 

singer, performer, photographer and artist, developing an unconventional approach to expression based on a 

highly original worldview described by curator Jérôme Sans as “Hana-world.”  Now, to mark the publication of the 

book Keep an Eye Shut covering thirty years of Hanayo’s photographic output, exhibitions will be held concurrently 

at three locations in Tokyo: POST, agnès b. galerie boutique, and Taka Ishii Gallery Photography/Film. The 

exhibition at Taka Ishii Gallery Photography/Film will focus primarily on Hanayo’s early works, from 1989 to 1996, 

including photos presented at her first solo show at the gallery, in 1996.  

 

After joining the photography club at junior high school, Hanayo was given an Olympus half-frame camera by her 

father as a memento of her grandfather, and from around 1989 began photographing happenings around her, and 

people she encountered. At high school, as well as joining with friends to publish a zine they dubbed “High School 

Girls News,” she modeled for the novel “Tokyo Tongari Kids” serialized in culture magazine Takarajima. At 

nineteen she began training as a geisha, and was catapulted to icon status with appearances on Japanese TV and 

stage, and even further afield when she adorned the cover of British magazine The Face in geisha mode. 

Throughout these varied explorations she continued taking photographs, and in 1996, the year she moved to 

London, made her official debut as a photographer with the book Hanayome, noted for its vivid, vibrant images. 

After moving to Berlin in 1999 she met filmmaking genius Christoph Schlingensief and went on to appear in several 

of his theater and performance pieces. On returning to Japan in 2010, Hanayo embarked on her first venture into 

black and white photography, and remains based in Tokyo, where she continues to present new work. 

 

This exhibition at Taka Ishii Gallery Photography/Film consists of works dating from the initial phase of Hanayo’s 

career, that is from around 1989, to her 1996 debut as a photographer. 1996 is also the year Hanayo gave birth to 

her beloved daughter Tenko, who would become a vital, indispensable motif in the realm of her works, but the 

photos here, predating the little girl’s birth, are dominated by images captured in a room of her childhood home in 

Tokyo, and during her studies in Paris. In contrast to works produced after her move to the UK, in which Tenko and 

other people around Hanayo appear frequently, these photos take as their subjects the art objects, dolls, and other 

toys she collected at the time, and offer up a surrealistic realm of snapshots from the fictional scenes she creates. 

Photographing whatever takes her fancy in her surroundings, whether that is a portrait, everyday landscape, or 

abstract image, and incorporating accidental products of photography like under- and over-exposure and uneven 

development alongside the seductive colors and delicate analog nuances of the half-frame camera, Hanayo has 

brought to fruition an imaginary world somehow different to that of reality. These features are already evident here 



and there in the early photos presented in this exhibition, demonstrating the consistency of her works across the 

whole of her oeuvre.  

 

What exactly is expression? I don't care how many hundreds of times I am embarrassed on stage, or whether I 

continue taking pictures until I die, or if I keep holding exhibitions for half a century. What I can say is that 

expression can only exist under freedom. 

From Hanayo’s Underworld: Half a Century 

 

Impossible to pigeonhole, constantly unfolding new aspects of creative practice amid some unique expansions and 

associations across multiple artistic disciplines, by refusing to give most of her photographic works titles, or turn 

them into series, Hanayo rejects the idea of linking her works with any specific proper noun or category. Images 

thus dispatched into the world connect loosely through their unconventional tone, and through their liberation from 

additional information in the form of connotations of time, space, and place, form the photographic realm of 

Hanayo, with its admixture of this world’s beauty and ephemerality.   

 

 

【Concurrent exhibitions】 

“Keep an Eye Shut Ⅲ”  

Dates:  Jul 24 - Aug 15,  closed on Mondays 

Location: POST 2-10-3 Ebisu Minami Shibuya-ku Tokyo Tel:03-3713-8670 

 

“Keep an Eye Shut Ⅱ”  

Dates: Jul 28 – Sep 8, open daily 

Location: agnès b. galerie boutique 

                La Fleur Minami Aoyama 2F, 5-7-25 Minami Aoyama, Minato-ku Tokyo Tel：03-3406-6010 

 

New books published in conjunction with the exhibitions. 

 

【Publication details】 

Hanayo “Hanayo’s Underworld: Half a Century” 

Published by Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 2021  

Hard cover, total 320 pages, H 14.8 x W 21 cm 

Text by Naohiro Ukawa, Noi Sawaragi (English and Japanese) 

Retail Price: ￥4,620 - （tax incl.） 

 

Hanayo “Keep an Eye Shut” 

Published by torch press / KEHRER, 2021  

Hardcover, total 304 pages, H 16 x W 23 cm 

Text by Takahiro Ito, Kai Althoff （English and Japanese） 

Retail Price: ￥6,380 - （tax incl.） 

Advance copies available at the exhibition (General sales from mid-August) 

  



 

Hanayo was born in Tokyo in 1970. She studied in Paris while majoring in sculpture at Tamagawa University 

College of Arts. In 1989, soon after her return from Paris, Hanayo began training as a geisha apprentice in 

Mukojima. She retired from the geisha world in 1995 and moved to the UK in 1995. Currently based in Berlin and 

Tokyo, she has made works throughout her career as a photographer, geisha, musician, and model. Her 

photographs and collages capture her daily life in a dreamlike light that colors her surroundings. She has also 

exhibited installations, in which music and three-dimensional elements are added to her collages and photographs. 

She performs frequently and has participated in numerous group and international exhibitions in Japan and abroad. 

Her solo exhibitions include “utsushiyumekuni”, PARCO GALLERY (Tokyo, 2000); “hanayo”, Palais de Tokyo 

(Paris, 2002); “hanayo III” Taka Ishii Gallery Photography / Film (Tokyo, 2017). Her publications 

include Hanayome (Shinchosha, 1996); MAGMA (AKAAKA Art Publishing, 2008); berlin (Getsuyosha, 

2013); Tenko (Case Publishing, 2016); Hanayo’s Underworld: Half a Century (Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 2021). Her 

music albums include wooden veil (dekorder, 2009); Gift (DHR Geist, 2000). 

 

For further information please contact: Akane Kenmoku / Press: Sayaka Mizutani（press@takaishiigallery.com） 

5-17-1 2F Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032  

tel: +81 (0) 3 5575 5004 fax: +81 (0) 3 557 55016  

e-mail: tigpf@takaishiigallery.com website: www.takaishiigallery.com  

Gallery hours: 12:00-18:00 Closed on Sun, Mon and National holidays 
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